Sunset Beach Neighborhood

Sunset Beach News
Sunset Sally

The Sunset Beach Civic Association Newsletter

February 2013—March 2013

www.sunsetbeachcivicassociation.org

Come join us for our Annual
Italian Night
Monday, February 11, 2013
Be Entertained by:
“The Pack”

Menu
Garlic Bread & Salad
Ziti & Meatballs with
Marinara sauce.
Dessert
Beer & Wine cash bar

Social 6:00 PM, Dinner 6:30 PM
Treasure Island Community Center
The legend continues with our annual Italian Night Dinner & Food Drive. Buy your tickets in advance by
contacting Kristy Andersen at 727-368-7926, or Patrick Fitzgerald at 727-459-1955, or email SunsetBeachCivicAssociation@gmail.com. Price is $8 per ticket. Tickets selling fast! Get yours today! Please bring
food for the St. Petersburg Free Clinic. Let’s make a large donation from our Civic Association!

Do you have questions for our Mayor? Please email questions to
www.sunsetbeachcivicassociation@gmail.com. Don’t miss our State of the
City meeting with Mayor Bob Minning, March 4th—Treasure Island
Community Center—6:30PM. Mayor Minning will update us on all that is
happening in our City.

Sunset Beach Yard Sale, Saturday March 9th—9AM—2PM

Are you looking for that special treasure? It may look like just stuff to
you, but someone out there is looking for that special item! Start your Spring
cleaning early and join us for the annual Sunset Beach Yard Sale on March
9th. Need Info? Email SunsetBeachCivicAssociation@gmail.com.

A Message from the President
Hello Sunset Beach!
At the Environmental Meeting of
the Sunset Beach Civic Association a
couple of weeks ago, Dr. Ping Wang
spoke eloquently about the research
he and his students from the USF Geology Department have been doing on
Sunset Beach.
The changes to our shoreline are real, and even those
homes that are not waterfront have a lot at stake. Ping
Wang's photos of our neighbors' homes tottering at the
edge of the sand scarps were not a comfortable sight to
see. At that same meeting, Andy Squires, Coastal Manager for Pinellas County, told us that Pinellas County
hopes to have our Treasure Island beaches renourished in
2013. But it is unlikely that will occur before another
hurricane season passes.
Yet it was another comment that perplexed us.
There is a hole just off the shore of Sunset Beach, Dr.
Ping Wang said. A hole that is a thousand feet wide and
about four to five feet deep, running the entire length of
the beach.
He thinks it creates waves for surfboarders and wave
riders alike, a sort of Surfers Hole.
It came about during the 1960s, after one of the first
ever federally funded beach renourishment projects in the
country. That project pulled sand from an area that at
that time was not so important in the grand scheme of
the City of Treasure Island - the relatively undeveloped
shoreline off Sunset Beach.
It's another quirky thing that makes Sunset Beach so
unique. You'll have another opportunity to get together
with your neighbors at our annual fundraiser, the Italian
Night Dinner. You'll have a chance to address the Mayor
at the State of the City, and an opportunity to sell your
surplus treasures at the Sunset Beach Garage Sale.
Otherwise - see you at the beach!
Kristy Andersen
President, Sunset Beach Civic Association

District 4
Commissioner’s Corner
Hello Sunset Beach!
We will have an election this
March. There will be 5 questions,
all regarding height and density for
the downtown area. The commission will be holding
a special, informational workshop so watch for that
and don't forget to vote! There will be no candidates
as Commissioner Collins and Coward ran unopposed, and Tim Ramsberger is unopposed to fill the
last of Butch Ellsworth's term.
By now I'm sure you have heard about the beach
parking passes. This was something the state dropped
into our lap and it was a bit of a surprise. I agree, to
go from $5 to $75 is a whopper of an increase, but it
was either this or do away with the program altogether. The passes were already printed, so why not
give this a try? The state said that all that parking
must be made available to everyone on an equal basis
so that we can continue to receive tax dollars for
beach renourishment, which Andy Squires, (Pinellas
County Coastal Manager), said is about $12 million
just for TI. The commission may discount the rate for
a week or so, so watch for that because when the
time is up, that's it.
Until next time,
Alan Bildz
Commissioner District 4

City Of Treasure Island
Mayor Robert Minning rminning@mytreasureisland.org
Commissioner Alan Bildz abildz@mytreasureisland.org
City Hall
cityhall@mytreasureisland.org
(All City Hall emails will be Sent to ALL Commissioners)
TITV615@mytreasureisland.org
SBCA
www.sunsetbeachcivicassociation.org
City of Treasure Island
www.mytreasureisland.org
Pinellas County
www.pinellascounty.org
State of Florida
www.myflorida.org

Stay Informed!

Volunteers needed for Italian Night
If you would like to volunteer to help set-up, serve, or decorate for Italian Night, Monday—February
11th, please contact Kristy Andersen at 727-368-7926.

Pet Post
By Lori Holt

PET PUZZLER by Lori Holt
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EXAMPLE: Clue #7 is - a little girl’s braid (pigtail) wrapped in bacon (pig in a blanket) = PIGTAILINABLANKET
#1 – a twist on the classic chase game using a kid who idolizes that Orlando character whose name rhymes with sticky
#2 – term for apes slacking off rather than working
#3 – a devious kitty that suddenly runs and jumps in front of you with an imaginary football ultimately tripping you
#4 – hightop shoes not made of plastic or stone that somehow evolved to peck at trees
#5 – branch from a type of tree that adores chasing cats
#6 – a slippery, slivery hisser roaming on the front lawn being sneaky
#7 – little girl’s braid wrapped in bacon
#8 – Wisconsin football team of 50’s style singers
#9 – a circus high-wire stunt for device starting out catching rodents with cheese, cheese-its, cheez-wiz
#10 –when Tweety pecks the mirror thinking he’s kissing his “girlfriend” and then bounces up and down uncontrollably
(ANSWERS LOCATED ON PAGE 6 )

The primary purpose of the Sunset Beach Civic Association is to maintain and improve
living conditions of the citizens of the Sunset Beach area. The Association strives to protect the rights of all citizens.
The Association does not endorse any candidate for public office.

Beach Clean-Up / 2013
[aka Steve’s “Walk on the Beach for Booty”]
Last year, tropical storm Debbie really put a hurt’n on
our beach. Many Pinellas beaches were damaged, but it
seems Sunset Beach was hit the worst. Still, we need to
continue cleaning what remains. I hope all of you will join
one of our upcoming Beach Clean-up events.
The only time you can legally enter the dunes is during a
sanctioned beach cleanup. The dune vegetation helps preserve our beach, but it also traps trash that can only be removed during beach cleanups.
We meet at 9 a.m. on the second Saturday of each month
at the Sunset Beach Pavilion, and after a short organizational meeting we go out and pick up trash. I call it our
“Walk on the Beach for Booty” because I’ve found something valuable nearly every time. In December, I found a
$20 bill – now that’s what I call real booty! We are usually
done in less than two hours.
One of the most satisfying things about the beach
cleanup (other than booty) is encountering the many
friendly folks I meet who are using our beach. Often they
are neighbors who either give me a wave or stop and chat a
while. This is another reason I love Sunset Beach. On several occasions I’ve gotten a thank you from a complete
stranger - who would have thought?
I realize not everyone can meet with us on Saturday
mornings, but please don’t let this stop you from waving or
stopping to talk or from your own efforts to clean the beach.
Many of you routinely carry a plastic bag on your walks to
pick up trash and I thank you for that.

Barb Driscoll, Judy Anderson, & Steve Yost

Sunset Beach - how we've changed and how we've stayed the same. According to some papers
obtained from The Treasure Island Historical Society our beach was first The Gregory Herron Development on Treasure Island, then called Treasure Beach and in 1936 the Sunset Beach name was
adopted. The TI Historical Society is working on a project to gather stories from long time residents of Treasure Island. To be a part of this project please call Donna White at 360-3477.

Shade - Florida's Best Friend
by Barb Driscoll
Living on our Island paradise comes with a special gift in the summer - SUN - and lots of it. At
one time, not that long ago, many of us thought shade trees meant Brazilian pepper and Australian
pines. Florida now has a battle with these non-native invasive trees. 125 species of plants are currently listed by the Florida Exotic Pest Plant Council as invasive, www.fleppc.org. This is part of the
reason why native plant landscaping is gaining in popularity. Native plants ensures a low maintenance garden and provides for wildlife and biological diversity.
When we bought our Sunset Beach cottage 13yrs. ago we had only two shade trees and both were
invasive - a cuban laurel and a carrotwood tree. These trees provided our little cottage with the only
shade we had on our lot and it was very difficult to make the decision to cut them both
down. Treasure Island has a list of invasive trees that do not require a permit for removal,
www.mytreasureisland.org. After the trees were removed the sun was so bright and hot we didn't
think we would ever have any shade again. So we planted cabbage palms and two small buttonwood
trees and lots of native plants around the perimeter. Except for a few hours before sunset our house is
now wonderfully shaded. On the University of Florida extension website it states that "the Department of Energy estimates that the proper placement of as few as three trees can save the average
household between $100 and $250 annually in energy costs."
Here are just a few suggestions for Florida native shade trees: Buttonwood 35-50 ft.; Live Oak 4080 ft. and Seagrape 3-35 ft. .
Dave and I have approximately 25 Florida native plants on our lot and would enjoy showing them
to anyone who has an interest. 367-5863. Enjoy being shady!
SALES ON SUNSET
Date
12/20/12
12/31/12

Property Address
133 86th Ave.
48 80th Terrace

Price
$260,000
$470,000

These records were derived from the Pinellas
Realtor Organization, MLS and Public Records;
various realtors participated in these sales.
Information provided courtesy of Dawn
Fader, Keller Williams Realty Suncoast.

Date

Mark Your Calendars
SBCA /TI Events

Time

Feb. 11th (Monday)
March 4th (Monday)

6P
6P

March 9th (Saturday)
April 11th (Thursday)
May 6th (Monday)

8-1P
6P
6P

*Dates and locations subject to change.

Event

Italian Night Dinner
State of the City/
Meet our Mayor
Yard Sale
BBQ
Pot Luck

Location
Community Center—TI
Community Center—TI
Sunset Beach Wide
Lions Club—Sunset Beach
Pavilion—Sunset Beach

(Advertisement)

ANSWERS TO PET POST PUZZLE
#1

CatAndMousekateer, #2 Monkeyplay, #3 FeLinebacker, #4 WoodChuckTaylors, #5 Dogwood,
#6 SnakeInTheGrass, #7 PigtailinaBlanket, #8 RatPackers, #9 MouseTrapeze, #10 BirdCageFollies

“On Sunset Beach”

Capturing the excitement of our events!

Bonfire—Eric Corson & Tom Scherberger

Santa visits
Sunset
Beach

Luminaries—Dave Driscoll

T-Shirt Sales—Donna White & Wendy Giuta
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