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Beach Bonfire
Thursday -Dec. 1st
6PM to 10PM
Beach South of the
Pavilion

www.sunsetbeachcivicassociation.org
1st Bonfire on Treasure Island
in 40 Years!
There will be commemorative T-shirts, chili
cheese hotdogs, hot chocolate, and s`mores
for sale… Come one and all—bring your
neighbors and friends. Don’t miss out!
Parking is on street or meters, (meters
will be enforced.) If the weather is bad we
will keep trying thru Sunday!

Santa Stroll
Sunday—Dec. 18th
5PM at the Pavilion

Watch for Santa and Mrs. Claus riding down W. Gulf Blvd.
on a Horse & Carriage! Dress up the pets! Meet Santa!
Join us for a night of fun, song, and laughter! There will be
about 5 refreshment stops along the way. If starting late,
pick up a map at the pavilion.
We need your help. Every year luminaries light up Sunset Beach on Christmas Eve
and can be seen up to 3 miles away by passing planes. The Civic Association provides the candles and materials, the City provides the sand, and we rely on our residents to set up and light the candles at dusk on Christmas Eve. We need volunteers
on each street to set out and pick up the luminaries.
Luminary distribution will be on 12/21 from 4pm - 8pm at 8121 Bayshore
Dr. Pick up your luminaries and enjoy some festive food and refreshment. If you are
willing to be your street's volunteer please email Jane Mercer at:
katyj.mercer@gmail.com, or call Kristy Andersen at 813-390-3582 .
Environmental meeting January 9, 2012. Join us and find out new information about our
beach. T. I. Community Center—6:30 PM. Mark your calendars!

Want to Know What A
Buyer Will Pay For Your
House?
If you want to know what a buyer will
pay for your house in this market, our
personalized Strategic Pricing Analysis
will let you know and put you in control
of your pricing decision.

Kim Beiningen
727-244-8372
kimbeiningen@gmail.com

Your Sunset
Beach Realtor

Mel Lenehan, P.A.
TheBeachRealtor@Verizon.Net
26 Years of Real Estate Experience

Cell (727) 403-1269
call for a
FREE
BROKERS
PRICING
OPINION
St. Pete Beach Realty

A Message from the President
Hello Sunset Beach:
Have you heard? The reports are all over
the media. Snow in Colorado. Freak storm in
upstate New York. People shivering, even
dying, from the chill in Chicago. It's a cold one up there.
I say: Stop the presses and turn on the sunshine.
We're living in Paradise at the nicest time of the year. The
hedonistic sunbathers are gone and the snowbirds are beginning to trickle in. It's slowing down.
It's ours. Sunset Beach is ours! We're taking back the
beach, enjoying all it has to offer. Go ahead. Occupy Sunset
Beach. We deserve it.
It's not just the dolphins who enjoy a frolic. Or the seagulls
who feel the push to populate the shore. We walk in the
streets, ride our bikes on the sidewalks, take strides along deserted shores. We might even venture to a local watering hole
for a sunset. If I really feel daring I park my car the wrong way
when I make a quick stop at my house. Police officers seem
more relaxed, chatting with the locals, enjoying not always
having to be the heavies.
I feel the freedom. I feel what I moved here for. We're a
little community with a big attitude. Our windows are a little
crooked, our porches out of line. Our roofs are ten stories,
three stories, or less than one story high. Our driveways curve
this way and that, our roads run a little crooked here and
there. Some of our homes scream for attention while others
shrink into the greenery. We are lawyers and handymen, doctors and barmaids. We live close to each other so we learn to
get along. We manage the mix and we like it like that.
Class? We've got it. But it might not be the kind of class
they've got elsewhere. We're a class all to ourselves.
Sunset Beach is a haven to both misfits and square pegs in
square holes. What is it we all like so much about it? How
can so many different people find home in so many different
ways? It can be difficult but the Sunset Beach Civic Association is here to help bring us together. We may not agree on
everything but one thing's for sure: We all love Sunset Beach.
Come and celebrate December with us. A bonfire on the
1st will launch the holidays, followed by our popular Santa
Stroll. The neighborhood will light up with luminaries on
Christmas Eve. You'll get a good-natured twinkle in your eye.
Join us as we make history at the first bonfire on Treasure
Island in 40 years.
Kristy Andersen
President SBCA
- Is your SBCA membership up to date? Have you paid your
dues? Would you like to volunteer for a job? Your SBCA
needs YOU!!!

District 4
Commissioner’s Corner
Hello Sunset Beach!
The city is working on an emergency plan to get some sand on
Sunset Beach as parts of the beach are almost completely gone at high tide. Our Beach Stewardship
Committee has helped the city acquire a "sand sharing" permit to be used in instances such as this. It is
called sand sharing because the sand will come from
the part of the beach that is wide, over 1000 ft, in
spots, and get pumped to where it is needed. This is
only the second time that this has been done that I am
aware of in the state; the first time was in the Miami
area. A big thanks to Dennis Velasco and the whole
Beach Stewardship Committee for this!
Speaking of the central part of the beach, the city
will be replacing the central beach trail. It was
against my better judgment to spend that kind of
money on what could be called frivolous, but the recently completed vision study showed more than
70% were in favor of this. As your representative on
the commission, I just cannot go against such a clear
majority. When it is complete, it will be a masterpiece.
It is holiday time again so I am looking forward to
some cooler temps (not cold though). Happy Thanksgiving, Merry Christmas, Happy Hanukkah, and may
the new year be the best ever! Welcome home Virginia! Until next time, Alan Bildz Commissioner,
District 4

City Of Treasure Island
Mayor Robert Minning rminning@mytreasureisland.org
Commissioner Alan Bildz abildz@mytreasureisland.org
City Hall
cityhall@mytreasureisland.org
(All City Hall emails will be Sent to ALL Commissioners)
TITV615@mytreasureisland.org
SBCA
www.sunsetbeachcivicassociation.org
City of Treasure Island
www.mytreasureisland.org
Pinellas County
www.pinellascounty.org
State of Florida
www.myflorida.org

Stay Informed!

BEACH CLEAN-UP!
Beach Clean-up is alive and well, thanks to our
summer volunteers. A formal Beach Clean-up is
held on the 2nd Saturday of each month,
9 am South—Pavilion, or 11am North Weckesser Park,
But remember you can clean our beach any day,
but don’t walk on the sand dunes.
We want to give a special thanks to Sara Yost
and her classmates from Eckerd College for
cleaning our beach weekly for the last 6 weeks.
Now that we’re getting our winter residents back
we will have more help. Don’t forget the Beach
Clean-up also includes our roads. Some have a
lot of trash on them. See you in December.
Thanks
Beach Clean up committee
Sunset Beach Officers
And
Board of Directors
Kristy Andersen
President
727-368-7926
Baybottomnews@gmail.com
Patrick Fitzgerald
Vice President

459-1955
Pam Tushaus
813-629-0659
Jane Mercer

tramore2@aol.com

Treasurer
p.tushaus@verizon.net
Secretary
katyj.mercer@gmail.com
Kim Beiningen
Director
KimBeiningen@yahoo.com
727-244-8372
Eric Corson
Director/Beach Clean up
289-2780
edcorson@gmail.com
Sven/Steven Erikson
Director
727-487-2754
Sven-sbca@Clear.Net
Karl Kerr
Director
678-8202
kkssbch@yahoo.com
Bob Nixon
Director
bbnx@yahoo.com
Elizabeth Saunders
Director
elizabethisland@gmail.com
Steve Yost
Director
sly_yost@yahoo.com
Kim Driscoll
Sunset Beach News Publisher
727-542-7990
kdriscoll@verizon.net

(Advertisement)

“FLOOD INSURANCE THAT
PAYS YOU!” WHY LEAVE MONEY

ON THE TABLE?
Flood Insurance Rates will be going up, but
Premier Choice Clients Will Hardly Notice the
increase.

“We’re the only flood insurance agency that
offers cash rebates back to all
our customers,” explains Jeff
DeNight, owner of Premier
Choice Rebate Flood Insurance, an insurance agency that
sells nothing but flood Insurance. He also co-owns Bentley
DeNight Insurance Services, a
full service, independent,
Trusted Choice agency that
offers business, auto, home,
commercial, life, boat, motorcycle, RV and umbrella policies.
“If you buy your flood insurance through Premier
Choice, you’ll get at least 7% (before fees and taxes) of your
annual premium back in the form of a rebate check. We give
the money back to our new customers at inception and then
again every subsequent year they renew... forever,” Jeff says.
This rebate can add up to thousands of dollars over the life
of your home or business flood insurance policy. Premier
Choice Flood Insurance mails the rebate check roughly two
months after your flood policy goes into effect or renews.
The company sends you a check rather than taking the money
off the premium so you can have the cash in your hand and
spend it however you choose- clothes, dinner out, or a show.
You get 7% of your premium back the first year. The
rebate increases 1% annually for 5 years. The second year
you’ll get 8% back, the third year you’ll get 9% back, and so
on. In the sixth year and every year following, customers get a
12% rebate.

Does that mean that Premier Choice Flood Insurance
policies cost more than other flood insurance policies?

“Absolutely not” says Jeff. FEMA is the only flood insurance
provider, so the premium is the same no matter what flood
insurance agency you use. The policies written by his agency
are exactly the same as those written by other agencies;
Their policies are underwritten and supported by the federal
government through FEMA. The only difference is that
Premier Choice Flood Insurance gives you money back.
FEMA pays a commission to the agencies that write
their policies. Jeff and his agency are sharing that commission
with their customers.
Jeff says Premier Choice can afford to share its
commission with its customers since all the owners are
hands-on and they run a lean, efficient operation. Besides,
Jeff says, things are tough for everyone, and if his company
has a little to share with the community, they are happy to
do so. “With the economy the way it is, we thought it would
be nice to give something back, especially since insurance has
such a negative connotation,” Jeff says. Maybe not anymore.

Contact Premier Choice Rebate Flood Insurance,
6524 1st Ave. North, St. Petersburg at 343-6341.

Mark Your Calendars
SBCA /TI Events

Date
Time
Event
Location
December 1st
6:pm-10pm Bonfire
Sunset Beach Pavilion
December 18th
4:00 pm
Holiday Stroll
Sunset Beach Pavilion
December 21st
4 - 8pm
Luminaries Pick-Up
8121 Bayshore Drive
December 24th
Sunset
Luminaries
January 9th
6:30 pm
Environmental meeting
T.I. Community Center
February 13th
6:30 pm
Italian Night
T.I. Community Center
March 5th
6:30 pm
State of the City
T.I. Community Center
March 10th
8am—1pm Yard Sale
April 12th
6:30 pm
BBQ
T.I. Lions Club
May 7nd
6:30 pm
Year End Pot Luck
Sunset Beach Pavilion
*Dates and locations subject to change. If changes are made they will appear in a newsletter or membership
will receive email update.

Sales on Sunset Beach
Property Address
7537 Bayshore Dr. #305
7435 Bayshore Dr. #405
7650 Bayshore Dr. #401
30 80th Terrace
8708 W. Gulf Blvd.
7435 Bayshore Dr #306
7467 Bayshore Dr #203
8115 W. Gulf Blvd.
8575 Sunset Ct.
8567 W. Gulf Blvd. #3N

Sale Price
$307,500
$313,000
$401,000
$312,500
$1,350,000
$300,000
$275,000
$475,000
$525,000
$123,500

Sale Date
09/22/2011
09/23/2011
09/30/2011
10/20/2011
10/21/2011
10/26/2011
10/31/2011
10/31/2011
10/31/2011
11/18/2011

These records were derived from the Pinellas Board of Realtors MLS and Public Records; various realtors participated in
these sales. Information provided courtesy of Dawn Fader,
Keller Williams Realty Gulf Coast.

Love This Native
by Barb Driscoll

Using Florida native plants enhances conservation of our natural resources and usually ensures
a low maintenance, fertilizer-free sustainable
garden. Florida also has a long-standing battle
with non-native invasive plants. There is a
neverending battle controlling and eradicating
invasive plants which consumes large amounts
of state and local revenue. See the Florida Exotic Pest Plant Council for a list of these
plants: http://www.fleppc.org/ Native plant
landscaping has become a popular approach to
gardening and can be a rewarding experience
for their beauty. They are environmentally
friendly for our native birds, insects, butterflies and animals.
The Seagrape is a large shrub or tree that can grow to a height up to 35 feet and a spread up to 50
feet. This is an excellent tree for a hedge, as a specimen tree or for soil stabilization and is an essential
ingredient of healthy natural dunes in our area. The flowers are tiny, white to yellowish white
spikes and can bloom year-round. The fruit starts out green then turns purple. The berries, which resemble grapes, are eaten out-of-hand and as jelly or wine and are useful to wildlife. This plant likes full
sun to part shade, can be pruned to your liking and irrigation, after initial planting, is not necessary.
The Seagrape's leaves fall continuously and decay slowly. However, as a Florida native this tree's
assets far exceeds its disadvantages. Enjoy the unique look of Florida Native Plants!
A Tribute to a longtime resident of Sunset Beach!
“Betty Lippke will be missed by all who knew her!!”
Betty Ann Lippke, a longtime resident of Sunset Beach, died Wednesday Nov. 16, 2011 at
Woodside Hospice Center.
Born in 1930 in New York, Betty’s family moved
to Sunset Beach in the 1950s, the island
quickly becoming Betty’s touchstone as she pursued her education and a career as an educator,
drawing her back permanently after her retirement in the 1980s.
Betty’s activism in her community ran the gamut from her beloved bartending duties for
the Civic Association to her recognition as Eckerd Woman of the Year in 2000 for her work
in environmental preservation and restoration.
Her many good friends, participation in Italian Greyhound rescue and the Sunset Beach
Civic Association are a legacy of Betty’s love of people, animals, and her community. Her
wonderful smile, quick wit and generous heart will always linger with us, teaching us the
beauty of a soul.
Betty’s friends are gathering to toast this remarkable woman, sharing stories and the
beauty of the community she loved. If you would like to share your memories please bring
a dish, a story and join our potluck at the Sunset Beach Pavilion on Dec. 11 between 3:30 – 5:30PM.

The Pets of Sunset Beach,
TJ & Muffin
If You would like to feature your pet in a future newsletter
contact Jeri at jdetillio@aol.com.
TJ and Muffin....the Mutt and the Showgirl
belong to 25-year residents Chris and Bill
Wyess.
TJ is a nine year old butterscotch and white
male who was found as a tiny, hungry kitten
wandering on the beach. This might explain
his penchant to drink only from water faucets.
Muffin, a 6 year old rescue and former Ragdoll
Show Cat is champagne and
white. Ragdolls are special because they go
completely limp when held. Muffin stalks
lizards on the porch then lets them loose in
the house so she can hunt again later. Surefooted Muffin also likes to high-wire-walk
on the top rail of their balcony to watch the
beautiful sunsets.
Both kitties are best friends and vocally demand to be brushed every day. The Mutt
and the Showgirl are definitely the joys of
the Wyess household.

For Sale on Sunset Beach

Bill & Chris Wyess and TJ & Muffin
(Advertisement)

The Yum Yum Tree; 8200 Bayshore Dr. #8
List Price $100,000
The lowest priced 1 Bedroom Condo on Sunset Beach. Partial Gulf & Blind Pass Views, New Kitchen,
New Bathroom, New Floors, New Washer & Dryer. Move in Ready.
25 83rd Avenue
List Price $669,000
2,900 sq. ft. Key West Style Single Family Home Built in 2000. 4 Bedrooms, 4 Bathrooms plus Office &
a Dreamy 1,752 sq. ft Garage. Open Floor Plan with Volume Ceilings, Balconies & Gulf Views.
8443 Bayshore Drive
List Price $499,000
Sunset Beach Waterfront Multi Family Income Producing Property. 2 Buildings with 4 Units including 2
One Bedroom Units and 2 Two Bedroom Units. All four units are currently rented for over $2800 per
month. Collect Rent Now, Build Later.

Buy Sunset Beach
Dawn Fader, Keller Williams Realty
Your Local Sunset Beach Real Estate Resource
C A L L (727) 687-2522

w w w. B u y S u n s e t B e a c h . c o m
Scan Code with your mobile phone to view Virtual Tours.

The primary purpose of the Sunset Beach Civic Association, Inc. is to maintain and improve living conditions of the citizens of the Sunset Beach area. The Association strives to protect the
rights of all citizens.
The Association shall not endorse any candidate for public office.

If you have not renewed you membership, please fill out the form below and mail in with your
payment. Membership supports our Newsletter, luminaries, and all our social functions.
You don’t have to live on Sunset Beach to be a member, so invite your friends and families to
join.

IT’S RENEWAL TIME! SBCA MEMBERSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

Sunset Beach Civic Association Membership Form
2011/2012 SBCA Membership Opportunities
Individual
$6.00
$10.00
Household
Bronze
$25.00
Silver
$50.00
Gold
$100.00 or more
Name:___________________________________________________________________
Address:_________________________________________________________________
Phone #: __________________________________Date:___________________________
Email Address:____________________________________________________________
Membership (Check one) Individual____Household____*Bronze_____ *Silver_____*Gold_____ NR/G_____
Join now! Your membership will help support our SBCA expenses including Newsletters,
Beach Clean-up, Events, Beautification Projects & more. Your membership will make a big difference in our community.
*If you do not live on Sunset Beach, please select Non-Resident Guest membership. SBCA voting rights are reserved to Resident/Absentee Owners members only. Please make checks payable to the Sunset Beach Civic Association and mail to: Sunset Beach Civic Association, PO Box 9496, Treasure Island, FL 33740.

SUNSET BEACH T-SHIRTS
Tanks Tops & T-shirts
Are sold at our events.

Please frequent our
sponsors and tell them you saw
their ad in the Sunset Beach Newsletter and/or on the Sunset Beach
Web Site!

“On Sunset Beach”

