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If your last name begins
with the letter below, Please
Join Us: Monday October 11, 2010 6:00 p.m. at the Sunset Beach Pavilion bring the following:

SBCA Annual Welcome Back Potluck & Membership Drive
WE will provide the meat, YOU provide the sides.

A - H Bring an Appetizer
I - P Bring a Side dish
Q - Z Bring a Dessert

Beer, wine & soft drinks will be available for sale.
Mary Maloof will be there to discuss the Visioning Committee and their goals.

* Time to renew your Memberships! *
We will collect your membership forms and annual dues
at the door. Remind your neighbors and friends!!!
Membership Forms inserted. If you did not get one, please call April at 813-956-3374.

Do we have your EMAIL Address?

Stay in the Loop with our SBCA Members Only
E-Newsletter. Remember, your membership must be current in order to receive this year’s E-Newsletter. Send
in those membership forms. If you are a member and you are not receiving our E-Newsletters please send your
current email address to: aprilmaxwellssbca@yahoo.com

Mark your Calendars - SBCA /TI Events
Date
Time
Event
Location
October 11th
6:00 pm
Welcome Back Pot Luck
Sunset Beach Pavilion
December 6th
6:30 pm
White Elephant Party
TI Community Center
December19th
4:00 pm
Holiday Stroll
Sunset Beach Pavilion
December 24th
Dusk
Luminary night
(Pick-up day to be determined)
January 10th
6:30 pm
Winter Meeting & Social
TI Community Center
February 7th
6:30 pm
Italian Dinner
TI Community Center
March 7th
6:30 pm
State of the City
TI Community Center
April 14th
6:30 pm
BBQ
TI Lions Club
May 2nd
6:30 pm
Year End Pot Luck
Sunset Beach Pavilion
*Dates and locations subject to change. If changes are made they will appear in a news
letter or members will receive email update.

Your Sunset
Beach Realtor

Mel Lenehan, P.A.
TheBeachRealtor@Verizon.Net
24 Years of Real Estate Experience

Cell (727) 403-1269
call for a
FREE
BROKERS
PRICING
OPINION
St. Pete Beach Realty

A Message from the President
Greetings All,
We had a fantastic Summer here on Sunset Beach
filled with sunshine and successful community Beach
Clean Ups, and I know we’re all looking forward to continuing our tradition as a close community throughout the
upcoming season as well.
Now that Fall is approaching it’s time to kick off our
year of events with the Annual Welcome Back Pot Luck
and Membership drive. It will be held on Monday, October 11th, at 6 pm, at the Beach Pavilion, so grab a
neighbor and your favorite dish and join in the celebration. Our Treasure Island Police Department Community
Liaison, Officer Dan Savarese, will be in attendance to
share information with our residents, as well as Patti
Velasco and Mary Maloof of the Visioning Committee.
We will have an opportunity to learn about the progress
they have made as we rub elbows with our neighbors and
enjoying Summer stories from friends.
As the new SBCA President, I would like to thank
Dawn Fader for all that she has done to make the transition a smooth one. I hope to continue in the successful
tradition that she established. The Board Members and I
are excited to embark on a new year of community involvement, and we look forward to seeing everyone there
along the way. As Dawn stated in her last message,
“Thank you all for making Sunset Beach such a wonderful community!”

-- April Maxwell, SBCA President

Stay Connected on www.SunsetBeachFla.Org

City Of Treasure Island
Mayor Robert Minning
Commissioner Alan Bildz

rminning@mytreasureisland.org
abildz@mytreasureisland.org

City Hall
cityhall@mytreasureisland.org
(All City Hall emails will be Sent to ALL Commissioners)
TITV615

TITV615@mytreasureisland.org

SBCA
City of Treasure Island
Pinellas County
State of Florida

www.SunsetBeachFla.org
www.mytreasureisland.org
www.pinellascounty.org
www.myflorida.or

Stay Informed!

District 4
Commissioner’s Corner
By Alan Bildz
Hello Sunset Beach!
It has been a while since our last newsletter. A long
hot summer that had me dreaming of last winter. Well,
hot or cold, the commission keeps rollin' along. The
budget was just passed, and the millage rate that Treasure Island assesses will stay the same, which is an overall 11.5% decrease because of falling property values.
Only about 13% of our tax bill goes to Treasure Island
as most goes to the school system and the county. Even
with the decrease, some tax bills may go up because of
the homestead act. The appraiser is allowed to raise the
assessed value 3% every year, so when property values
were escalating, it was great for homeowners. But now
that they are falling, assessed values will increase 3% a
year until they catch up.
Another important part was the inclusion of a
temporary planner to completely revise the Land
Development Regulations (LDR's). The existing LDR's
were made when we still had empty land and since we
are now built out, our LDR's should more address
redevelopment as that is mostly what type of building
happens here.
Also, the police department has decided that one of
the current positions should be a technology position.
You may see a help wanted add for this, but it is not a
new hire, just a transfer of position.
Last of these is the code enforcement officer is going
from 2 part time employees to 1 full time. Again, no
new position. Now that that is cleared up, There will be
an increase in our storm water, garbage, and recycling
fee. If you are asking yourself what can I do individually
to reduce these costs, I have a word about the recycling.
Everything that gets recycled does not go into our
landfill or incinerator. The city is charged by the pound
for everything that goes into the landfall or incinerator.
The price is cheaper for yard waste, so resist the
temptation to put the branches in the trash! The
recycling contract is not by the pound, it takes as much
as we can give. Anyway, when that landfill is full, there
will be no other location close by for a new landfill and
at that point, the garbage costs will be much higher.
If you have not filled out your vision survey, make
sure you do. The last I heard is that they will be accepted
until the end of October. The city is hoping for 25%
return rate, but I am hoping for much higher from Sunset
Beach! You can find it on the city's web site;
www.mytreasureisland.org.
The beach renourishment is done. We did not get as
much sand as we had hoped for because the DEP said
the sand in John' Pass channel, which came from
Treasure Island and Mad Beach, is not compatible
enough with our beach, so it had to be left where it is.
Bureaucracy is just wonderful, isn't it?

Send us a digital
photo of Sunset
Beach, i.e., the
beach, residents,
landscapes, building, animals,
etc.) and we will
publish your
photo.
(space permitting)
Please send photos and your name
to:
kdriscoll@verizon.net

Submitted by Barb Driscoll

SUNSET BEACH T-SHIRTS
Tank Tops & T-shirts
If you would like to purchase Sunset Beach
T-Shirts, you can stop by:
107 90th Avenue or call April at 813-956-3374
Sunset Beach Officers and Board of Directors
April Maxwell
President/T-Shirt Sales
813-956-3374
aprilmaxwellssbca@yahoo.com
Karl Kerr
Vice President
678-8202
kkssbch@yahoo.com
Cynthia Moessinger
Treasurer
488-3177
cmoessinger1@tampabay.rr.com
Elizabeth Saunders
Secretary
elizabethisland@gmail.com
Judy Anderson
Director
367-9106
judy.anderson@charter.net
Kristy Andersen
Director
368-7926
Baybottomnews@gmail.com
Eric Corson
Director/Beach Clean up
289-2780
edcorson@gmail.com
Barb Driscoll
Director/Beach Clean Up
367-5863
Vegas491@aol.com
Kim Driscoll
Director/Newsletter
360-7939
kdriscoll@verizon.net
Pam Tushaus
Director
813-629-0659
p.tushaus@verizon.net
Patrick Fitzgerald
Director
459-1955
tramore2@aol.com

(Advertisement)

PREMIER CHOICEFLOOD INSURANCE
THAT PAYS YOU

Flood Insurance Rates Are Going Up 4%
In October, but Premier Choice
Clients Will Hardly Notice

“We’re the only
flood insurance agency that
offers cash rebates back to all
our customers,” explains Jeff
DeNight, owner of Premier
Choice Rebate Flood Insurance, an insurance agency that
sells nothing but flood Insurance. He also co-owns Bentley DeNight Insurance Services, a full service, independent, Trusted Choice agency
that offers business, auto, home, commercial, life, boat, motorcycle,
RV and umbrella policies.
“If you buy your flood insurance through Premier
Choice, you’ll get at least 7% (before fees and taxes) of your
annual premium back in the form of a rebate check. We give
the money back to our new customers at inception and then
again every subsequent year they renew... forever,” Jeff says.
This rebate can add up to thousands of dollars over the life
of your home or business flood insurance policy. Premier
Choice Flood Insurance mails the rebate check roughly two
months after your flood policy goes into effect or renews.
The company sends you a check rather than taking the money
off the premium so you can have the cash in your hand and
spend it however you choose- clothes, dinner out, or a show.
You get 7% of your premium back the first year. The
rebate increases 1% annually for 5 years. The second year
you’ll get 8% back, the third year you’ll get 9% back, and so
on. In the sixth year and every year following, customers get a
12% rebate.

Does that mean that Premier Choice Flood Insurance
policies cost more than other flood insurance policies?

“Absolutely not” says Jeff. FEMA is the only flood insurance
provider, so the premium is the same no matter what flood
insurance agency you use. The policies written by his agency
are exactly the same as those written by other agencies;
Their policies are underwritten and supported by the federal
government through FEMA. The only difference is that
Premier Choice Flood Insurance gives you money back.
FEMA pays a commission to the agencies that write
their policies. Jeff and his agency are sharing that commission
with their customers.
Jeff says Premier Choice can afford to share its
commission with its customers since all the owners are
hands-on and they run a lean, efficient operation. Besides,
Jeff says, things are tough for everyone, and if his company
has a little to share with the community, they are happy to
do so. “With the economy the way it is, we thought it would
be nice to give something back, especially since insurance has
such a negative connotation,” Jeff says. Maybe not anymore.

Contact Premier Choice Rebate Flood Insurance,
6524 1st Ave. North, St. Petersburg at 343-6341.

The Dogs of Sunset Beach, “Meet Tillie”
If You would like to feature your dog in a future newsletter
contact Jerri at jdetillio@aol.com.
LADY AMBASSADOR OF SOUTH SUNSET
May 7, 1997 – August 27, 2010
International Prayer Day 1999 was a time for contemplation. Imagine
our surprise when we returned from the water’s edge just after sunset to find
a big yellow lab satisfying an eating disorder by consuming our entire picnic.
With minimal urging, and no one else around, she came home with us. Her
tag identified her owner, we called, and he came to pick her up about 3 AM.
This time my talking disorder proved to be a stroke of genius when I blurted
out that if he ever wanted to part with her we’d take her. He brought her
back to us the next afternoon, together with her food, leash, bed, and toys.
She was often in a kennel, he said, because he traveled a lot, and when he was home, she’d do anything to get to the water,
like going through the screen door.
Matilda, forever to be known as Tillie Elizabeth Louise, found just the place she wanted to be, a dog beach to the east, a
huge sandy beach to the west, and a jillion people walking by to greet.
And greet them she did, stationing herself at our gate and barking “hey, c’mon over you guys”. Her love for our close-by
neighbors, Aunt Arline, Ron and Mary, John and Phil, and all of the wonderful neighbor dogs, made every day a special day
for her. And she made every day a special day for us, teaching us love, patience, forgiveness, and how to wag our tails at the
world.
Tillie's Owner’s
Ross & Wendy Giunta

To Our Returning Residents
Welcome back to Sunset’s shore;
You’ll find a few more gains of sand,
(Though not as much as once before).
But, hey, we saved a couple grand.
We year-long folk are much the same
(Tolerance is crucial here).
The traffic, well, that hasn’t changed,
But we get discounts on our beer.
All in all, it ain’t so hard
If you don’t mind a little pee
From strangers wobbling in your yard.
And after all, we park for free.
By Rob
rob.gottron@awacreative.com

Beach Cleanup
Yes, it was hot Saturday, September 11th for our
monthly beach clean-up. However, 6 hearty individuals
participated - 2 on the south end of Sunset and 4 on the
north end of Sunset. We removed from the beach, dunes
and parking areas many beer bottles and cans, plastic 6
pack holders, straws, plastic bags and cigarette butts (too
many to count and many more still on the beach).
Volunteering to help clean the beach doesn't have to
be a chore - we talk, have fun and enjoy being a part of
the trash solution. So, please join us for our next monthly
beach clean up on Saturday, October 9th at 9am. For
Sunset south, meet at the pavilion and for Sunset north,
meet at Weckesser Park, across from Ka Tiki.

SUNSET BEACH RECYCLING REFRESHER
By Nancy Fitzgerald
Wouldn’t you rather recycle than have to be taxed for higher landfill costs or find discards on the beach? Besides it feels so virtuous to think you can provide a lower cost
recycled raw material for things like the side pieces of the benches on the beach or reusable grocery bags.
RECYCLING GUIDELINES
For Curbside and Drop Off on West Gulf Blvd @82nd Ave.
“Friday is recycling curbside pickup for Sunset Beach”
www.pinellascounty.org/utilities/municipal/treasure_island.pdf
No plastic bags, please!
*Aluminum cans—empty aluminum cans used for drinks or food (such as soda or cat food cans).
Rinse and crush if possible.
*Cardboard—clean, empty, dry corrugated (3 layer) cardboard boxes or packaging. You can leave
sizes up to 15 x 25” beside recycle container at curb. Please flatten boxes. No pizza boxes.
Okay for cereal and cracker boxes if you remove the lining. (Waxed paper bags make good reusable
packages too.) Okay for shiny cardboard; just take big stuff to the Drop Off location.
*Glass Bottles or Jars—empty glass bottles or jars (all colors). Labels okay. No caps or lids.
No window glass or mirrors.
*Milk or Juice Cartons—empty gable-top beverage containers such as milk, half and half, or
orange juice containers. Rinse and crush if possible. Okay for cardboard ice cream containers;
rinse to discourage bugs.
*Newspapers—clean and dry newspapers (including inserts). No string or twine. It’s okay to
put them inside a paper bag. They can go right into curb side container, no more separate
container. Printer paper is okay too.
*Plastic Bottles—empty plastic bottles with a “neck” (opening smaller than the base) such as
water, soda, shampoo or ketchup. No need to check for #1 or #2 just “check for a neck”.
Bottles only; no tubs, cups or bags. Labels okay. No caps or lids. Rinse and crush if possible.
*Steel (Tin) Cans—empty steel cans used for food such as soup or vegetable cans. Labels and
lids okay. No aerosol cans or paint cans. Rinse if possible.
NO THANKS on curb side recycling of envelopes (because of plastic windows),
junk mail and plastic bags.
*Yard Waste Recycling—“From our City’s Web site: www.mytreasureisland.org. Great pictures
and more information can be obtained on their Web site under Trash Pickup / Bulky Items &
Yard Waste.”
Up to one hopper load of yard waste will be picked up at no extra charge as long as the material meets
the length and thickness restrictions. This includes grass clippings, tree and shrub cuttings, leaves and the
like. No component of such shall be longer than three (3) feet and have a diameter of thickness greater
than five (5) inches.
How much is a hopper load? A hopper is the receiving bin on the back of the yard waste trucks. The
hopper load size is:
 A pile of yard waste that includes individual pieces no longer than three feet with a total pile dimension of approximately four feet wide by three high by six feet in length.
 14 yard and leaf bags.
 14 32-gallon trash cans full, or any combination not greater than 14.
Phone Books, Shiny print Magazines, and Junk Mail
Please take to a designated area such as:
Pasadena Community Church, 112, 70th St S, Pasadena

Sweetbay Supermarket, 6095 9th Ave N, St. Pete

Sunset Beach Cottages
by Barb Driscoll
Over the years we have heard many stories about how
the small cottages came to be on Sunset Beach. Some of
the stories include: the cottages were barged anywhere
from Eglin Air Force Base, Egmont Key or McDill Air
Force Base to our small spit of sand. Many of
the cottages are from the 1930s or earlier. When we
renovated, newspapers from the 1920s were found in the
walls. If anyone has any information about the early days
of Sunset Beach, cottages or photos, please email
me: Vegas491@aol.com
The first spotlighted cottage is gulf front, mid-way along
West Gulf Blvd. This blue-gray cottage was built in 1936
by a sea captain, according to a legend. Mrs. MossSchaefer bought the house in 1952 and, in November
1971, Lyman and Carole Smith sold the cottage to Dan
and Betty Meyer. When the Meyer family purchased the
cottage, the family fished right off the back deck as the
gulf waters lapped against the sea wall at the edge of the
deck. Today there is a back sand yard, a gift from beach
renourishment, with dunes of native plants that the Meyer
family have encouraged by removing the non native invasive scaevolas that covered most of their beach backyard.
The cottage living room, paneled in cedar, has a 13 foot
vaulted ceiling. The front bedroom is up a half story and
the bedroom over-looking the gulf is up another half
story. Dan Meyer passed away in 1983 and Betty, who
will be 94 in October, is residing in an assisted living
facility. The Meyer family continues to reside in the cottage.

What's Fun to do on Treasure Island?
Check out the Treasure Island Chamber of Commerce website
for up to date information. www.treasureislandchamber.org
======================
Sales on Sunset Beach from 4/1/10 to 9/24/10
8085 W. Gulf Blvd. #102
Sold on 04/06/10 for $535,000
7537 Bayshore Dr. #402
Sold on 04/07/10 for $275,000
7600 Bayshore Dr. #505
Sold on 04/12/10 for $315,000
112 92nd Ave.
Sold on 04/16/10 for $340,000
7650 Bayshore Dr#1203B Sold on 04/21/10 for 1,400,000
136 Bay Plaza
Sold on 04/30/10 for $300,000
8615 E. Bay Dr. #19
Sold on 05/07/10 for $129,000
8300 W. Gulf Blvd.
Sold on 05/12/10 for $900,000
91 84th Ave.
Sold on 06/01/10 for $250,000
8567 W. Gulf #29N
Sold on 06/04/10 for $125,000
7702 Bayshore Dr.
Sold on 06/25/10 for $550,000

7711 Bayshore Dr.
Sold on 06/30/10 for $750,000
8408 Bayshore Dr
Sold on 06/30/10 for $325,000
8411 W. Gulf Blvd.
Sold on 07/02/10 for $330,000
40 83rd Ave.
Sold on 07/29/10 for $287,000
7600 Bayshore Dr. #903 Sold on 08/20/10 for $450,000
7466 Bayshore Dr #205-8 Sold on 09/20/10 for $480,000
Lot 55, 79th Ave.
Sold on 09/24/10 for 105,000
Lot 56, 79th Ave.
Sold on 09/24/10 for $105,000
These records were derived from the Pinellas Board of Realtors
MLS and Public Records; various realtors participated in these sales.
Information provided courtesy of Dawn Fader, Keller Williams Realty.

The Sunset Beach Civic Association is a neutral non-political entity. While we encourage
community interest and participation in Governmental affairs, The SBCA does not collectively
endorse candidates for public office, nor do we stand by any particular political opinion.

Native vs Invasive Plants
By Barb Driscoll
Why use Native Plants? Using native rather than alien plants
enhances conservation of our natural resources and usually
ensures a low maintenance garden. Invasive plants choke out
the diversity of our natural areas. Non-native plants were not
part of our original habitat, but, in many cases introduced from
other countries and some of these plants have no natural enemies, and will take over our entire landscape. These plants can
eliminate our native vegetation and destroy the biological diversity that creates habitat for wildlife and keeps an ecosystem
functioning.
A very easy plant to get started "native" is the beach sunflower. This plant is well suited for wildflower beds, borders,
dunes and butterfly gardens. Exposure: full sun to part shade
and usually grows 2 to 3 feet. A good companion plant of the
sunflower is the blanket flower (gaillardia). At the end a growing season the sunflower can get leggy - just cut down and the
seeds that have fallen all season will spout new plants. Twigs
& Leaves Nursery sells the 1 gallon size sunflower and gaillardia for $3.95. Enjoy!
WHAT IS THE TREASURE ISLAND VISIONING COMMITTEE?
The Treasure Island Visioning Committee has been tasked with conducting a visioning process, through a series of
group meetings with residents, business owners and shareholders to develop a comprehensive assessment of feelings and attitudes about the character of Treasure Island and future development.
HOW CAN PEOPLE PARTICIPATE IN VISIONING?
The committee has prepared a survey which you can complete online www.mytreasureisland.org. or if you prefer a
paper copy, you can pick one up at TI City Hall, which you can drop off at the front desk of City Hall. You can also
mail it back to: Treasure Island City Hall - Visioning, 120 108th Avenue, Treasure Island, Florida 33706
(information from TI website)

Please frequent our sponsors
and tell them you live on Sunset
Beach and saw their ad in the
Newsletter!

“On Sunset Beach”

