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Annual SBCA Barbeque
& Food Drive
on the Beach

www.sunsetbeachfla.org

Thursday, April 15, 2010
6:30 P.M.
Lion’s Club
9300 W. Gulf Blvd.
Treasure Island

RSVP EARLY: Only 175 tickets available! Tickets will sell out fast! The day has been moved from
Monday to Thursday to accommodate those that could not attend on Mondays. Tickets will sell for $12.00
each. Pre-sale Tickets to our members go on sale April 1st “Get yours today!!” Tickets open to the public
on April 7th. For tickets email reealestate@gulftokeys.com or call (727) 687-2522. You can also contact
any of your Officers and Directors.
At this years’ event, we will be collecting donations of nonperishable, non-expired food items for the St.
Petersburg Free Clinic Food Bank. We would like to make a BIG donation on behalf of the SBCA. Thank
you in advance for your generosity.

SBCA Year End Pot Luck—Monday May 3rd, 6:30 at
Sunset Beach Pavilion
Join us for our End of the Year Pot Luck . We will provide the meat, you bring the rest! Bring
your favorite hot or cold signature dish to share with everyone. We will take donations for for
Beer and Wine. Please RSVP to realestate@gulftokeys.com or call (727) 687-2522.
Your Sunset Beach
Realtor
Cell (727) 403-1269
call for a
FREE
BROKERS
PRICING
OPINION
St. Pete Beach Realty

Mel Lenehan, P.A.
TheBeachRealtor@Verizon.Net
24 Years of Real Estate Experience

Commissioner’s Corner

President’s Message

Hello Sunset Beach!

.

Greetings Sunset Beach Neighbors,
Spring has finally sprung and the beach is in full swing.
Get excited about our last few events of the year. For
those of you who typically can’t join us on Monday
nights, this year’s Annual Beach BBQ will be on
THURSDAY, April 15th! Tickets go on sale to our Members on April 1st. Before our Sunset Beach Snowbirds
take flight, we will finish up the season with our End of
the Year Potluck on May 3rd. Please remember to join us
over the Summer for Beach Clean Ups.
I would like to send a very special Thank you to our
Board Members who are leaving us; Bob, Marge, Mary,
Donna & Susan-THANK YOU for your tremendous work
over the past few years. It takes a great team to keep the
Civic Association alive. It has been my privilege to serve
as President. I would like to send a warm welcome to our
newest leaders; April, Eric, Elizabeth, Karl, Kim, &
Kristy who will be joining Jean, Barb, Judy, Patrick, Pam
& Cynthia in the year to come. Thank you all for making
Sunset Beach such a wonderful community!
There are many changes taking place on Sunset Beach &
Treasure Island, Now is the time to stay tuned & get involved! Cheers to the health & happiness of ALL of
our members, neighbors, family &friends!
Dawn Fader, SBCA President

City Of Treasure Island
Mayor Robert Minning
Commissioner Alan Bildz

rminning@mytreasureisland.org
abildz@mytreasureisland.org

City Hall
cityhall@mytreasureisland.org
(All City Hall emails will be Sent to ALL Commissioners)
TITV15

TITV15@mytreasureisland.org

SBCA
City of Treasure Island
Pinellas County
State of Florida

www.SunsetBeachFla.org
www.mytreasureisland.org
www.pinellascounty.org
www.myflorida.or

Stay Informed!

It has been a while so lets get right into it. There was no
election this year as both districts went unopposed. Commissioner Gayton retired and our new commissioner from
district 2 is Gail Caldwell. I also ran unopposed and I
thank you all for your faith and trust. The city has finally
done something about on street parking, and the result of
the residents who said that emergency vehicles could not
get through on busy beach days is one side only parking
from 95th Av to Blind Pass Rd. The fire chief, the police
chief, and the public works director decided that these
were the streets that needed help. The one side only parking will be in effect on weekends and holidays from 8AM
to 6PM. They decided that these are the times that the
streets are in need of the most help and would cause the
least disruption of the residents lives. I commend the city
for trying this and suggest we give this system a chance. If
this does not work, or somehow makes the whole thing
worse, then the commission can try something else. However, I sincerely hope this works as this causes us residents
the least pain and is the least expensive to implement.
Speaking of expense, have you noticed the extra police
activity at the beach, and the "famous" beach bar? The bar
is hiring off duty officers to direct traffic and patrol the
beach and the city is directing other officers to patrol just
that area. We now have a community police officer,
Saverese, who I am sure is going to do a great job for us.
One thing to warn everyone about; they are ticketing for
everything including seat belts so make sure yours is on
when passing this area.
The city is in the process of updating it's vision and has
appointed a vision committee. Our Sunset Beach representative is Elizabeth Saunders and we know she is going to
be great. If anyone has anything to say about what our vision should be, they should let this committee know their
thoughts. Also, we are in the process of updating our charter, which is Treasure Island's version of a constitution.
Our representatives on this are Bob Nixon and Noel Johnson. Once again, if you have any ideas, let this committee
know. These meeting will all be televised, which is the
best way to stay informed. Our local government channel
is 615 on Brighthouse cable. All commission meetings and
workshops are on and replayed as well as the P&Z, LPA,
Code Board, Beach Stewardship and Charter Review
meetings. It is the best way to stay informed in current city
affairs. By the way, we do need volunteers and if you are
interested please apply in the city clerk's office. I admit
this is rather long because there is just so much going on
that directly affects us so I'll close by saying that our beach
is scheduled to be renourished in June.

Alan Bildz
Commissioner District 4

We want to thank our local businesses for their support of our Civic Association and their donations of food & gifts for our events!
Please patronize our Local Businesses!
Carrabba’s
At Cost Liquors
Budweiser
Driscoll’s
Fortunato’s
Gator’s
IHOP
Luxury Nails
Nail Treasures
Original Pizza
PJ’s
Skidder’s
Sysco
Wahoo’s

Publix
Beach Theatre
D&G Gerber
Dunkin Donuts
Foxy’s Café
Gayle’s Restaurant
Ka’Tiki
Michael & Vito’s
Nina’s Café
Paradise Spa
Sea Hag’s
Sloppy Joe’s
The Cigar Republic

Sweetbay
Body Dynamics
Dixie’s Dogs
Floridian
Frogpond
Gone to the Dogs Boutique
Lou’s Florist
Middle Ground
Ocean Breeze
Philthy Phil’s
Serene Moments
Sloppy Pelican
Treasure Bay

Italian Night, our annual fund raiser held on February 1st, was once again a sell out success. Pictured below is Nikki
Wolfson one of our many volunteers who helped set up the beautiful decorations, and some of our guests. Thanks to
all who attended, and to our Sunset Beach volunteers who helped with working before, during and after the party. A
special thank you to our sponsors who contributed food and door prizes for Italian night and to our upcoming community BBQ. Please frequent our sponsors and tell them you live on Sunset Beach.

The Entertainment Corner!
For residents and visitors alike looking to make the most of their free time in the Sunset Beach area, live entertainment is merely a hop,
skip, or jump away. Ka’Tiki, Caddy’s, Sea Hags, and Ocean Breeze all offer quality music and home town atmosphere.
Ka’Tiki, located at 8803 W. Gulf Blvd., has become locally famous for their Monday Night Blues Jam, but this charming,
mostly outdoor venue has much more to offer. As the originator of the beach blues jam, it’s no wonder that Ka’Tiki is the place to be
on Monday nights. This locals’ hangout offers live music nearly every night of the week. Ka’Tiki’s Tuesday night special includes buy
one get one free cocktails for ladies from 6pm-10pm. On the first Tuesday of every month. Sunset views and Tiki bar tunes continue
Thursday through Saturday when patrons can catch musical artists like Lois Greco, Charlie Morris and John Ellis. And as every local
knows, Boston Bob is a staple at Ka’Tiki every Wed. from 6pm to 10pm. For a full calendar of musical events, visit
www.katikisunsetbeach.com, or call 727-360-2272.
Another stop on the Sunset Beach tour is longtime beachgoers favorite Caddy’s, located at 9000 W. Gulf Blvd. Caddy’s offers
seaside entertainment with a full menu. While sitting out on their covered patio or sand seating, at noon on a Sunday, patrons can enjoy
lunch while taking in the live sound of bands like The Chocolate Covered Cherries. Inside seating is an option for those more focused on
dining than a beach view. Caddy’s hosts live music everyday beginning at noon and changing it up at 5pm for a variety of sound. On
their calendar, one can find names like Danto (Fridays and Saturdays), Kathy and Paul (Monday and Wednesday nights), and NY John
(Tuesday and Thursday nights). For more information go to www.caddysotb.com , or call 727-360-4993.
Although Sea Hags, located at 9555 Blind Pass Rd., is a newer addition to the Sunset Beach area, it has already created a buzz
both with its impressive menu and its live music line-up. Patrons who order either the Caribbean Chicken Salad or the Peel and Eat
Shrimp will receive it in the playful and clever presentation of a giant martini glass. On any given Sunday one can stop in to hear musicians like John Ellis, Tony D or Ted Ray. The sounds set the mood for a relaxed atmosphere that’s just off the beach in case the crowds
get too thick. Sea Hags offers music inside every night of the week except Monday. On Tuesdays, Act III is the regular beginning at
7pm. To check out their menu and events calendar, visit www.seahagsbarandgrill.com , or call 727-360-2800.
Rounding out the most geographically local venues is Ocean Breeze, located at 9524 Blind Pass Rd. While its menu is quite
extensive, its live music line-up is just as diverse. The menu boasts enticing combos like Strawberry Guava BBQ chicken and Miso
Honey Shrimp in addition to the Sunday brunch every week from 10am to 1pm. The entertainment calendar includes everyone from
Kevin Toon to Stormbringer to Michael Young. Every Tuesday evening, patrons can enjoy Mike Oscanyon beginning at 6pm. Ladies’
night starts at 9pm every Wednesday with Uncle Dow Thomas providing the entertainment. Saturday’s playlist is reserved for Pete &
Dean. For more menu and music details, visit www.oceanbreezelounge.com , or call 727-360-1380.
For those living or staying a bit too far to walk to Ka’Tiki, Caddy’s, Sea Hags, or Ocean Breeze, Jimmie’s Free Beach Rides
would be glad to offer a lift. This family owned, environmentally conscious business is supported by tips alone and is truly interested in
supporting the local community. Their contact number is 727-217-6935, and they are available from Pass-A-Grille to John’s Pass, Madeira Beach from 9am to 2am every day.
By April Maxwell
"What Is This Place?"
Once known as the Don Jose Motel, located at 7801 W. Gulf Blvd., is now Volpe’s Villas. Volpe’s efficiency apartments are surrounded with artifacts, antiques and kitsch, dating from the 1920s to the present. John Volpe and family have owned Volpe’s Villas for
over 40 years and have created a unique show stopper for tourists and residents to stop and take photos and ask “what is this place”?
Each day 20 or more people stop to admire the uniqueness of Volpe and ask to purchase a part of the past. Nothing however is for sale
as Volpe’s is more of a museum which happens to have rental efficiencies. Sunset Beach historically was called the hippie beach and
continues to be a quaint, laid back and unpretentious beach. Volpe helps us to remember a simpler time.
By Barb Driscoll
Don Jose Motel (Volpe's) "1950" - below

Volpe’s Villas “2010” - right

Sales on Sunset Beach
125 89th Avn. Sold on 1/25/2010
for 407,500
These records were derived from the Pinellas Board of
Realtors MLS and Public Records; various realtors participated in these sales.
Information provided courtesy of
Mel Lenehan, St. Pete Beach Realty, Inc.

Oh Florida!
A plea from a Canadian visitor

Sunset Beach looses a long time resident.

Oh Florida! My home away from home
When winter comes, it's thee to whom we roam.
With frozen mitts we lose our wits
And head down 95
From far and wide, Oh Florida
We come to you-u to survive!

Hank Kruger

God keep the roads iceless and free
Oh Florida with your economy
Oh Florida it’s time to welcome me.
Oh Florida! You saw us on TV
Acting polite, we’ll do the sa-ame fo-or thee.
Just cause we drive a little slow
And don’t know where we are
Be kind to us, Oh Florida
Don’t vandali-ize my-y car!
Please keep your hearts gentle and tame
And Florida we’ll always praise your name
And not remind you of that hockey game.
By Rob
rob.gottron@awacreative.com

12/7/1924 3/20/2010

Hank Kruger lived on Sunset Beach for 40 years. Hank was born in
Long Island, NY and he and his wife Mae would visit the Florida Keys
from 1955 to 1969. Hank's Aunt, Helen Albert, bought the small cottage at 8403 W. Gulf Blvd. in 1959. Helen was one of two residents
that started the luminaries and in 1970 was "Santa Claus". Mae loved
Florida and convinced Hank to move from Detroit in 1969 when they
bought his Aunt's cottage. Hank started working for Bob Lee's Tire in
1970 and was the Service Manager for 18 years. Sadly, Mae passed
away in 1993. Hank sold the cottage to Barb and Dave Driscoll in 2000
and continued to live on Sunset Beach for the next ten years.
Hank shared some of his 40 years of Sunset Beach memories. Hank
was a very good friend with Winston who owned the original Penguin
Restaurant, where the Pavilion is now. Winston gave Hank the Penguin
bar stools and they were donated to the Treasure Island Historical Society. Donna White's mother Gerry owned the Sandsabar, where the
playground is now, which at one time was owned by "Doc" and there
was the bar, a grocery store, and Laundromat. Hank's Seabreeze
(no relation to Hank Kruger), which was located north of Caddys, at one
time brought in a diner, put it on stilts behind the Seabreeze Bar and
served breakfast. Later Hank's Seabreeze became Nick's Seabreeze.
Hank always talked fondly about the special ambience Sunset Beach
had. Hank was a Sunset Beach fixture and he will be greatly missed.

The Dogs of Sunset Beach, Meet Kejo & Sammy
Kejo is a 9-1/2 yr old Malti-poo. He arrived at his residence on Sunset
Beach on 12/24/2000 as an 8 wk old puppy. He enjoys his walks thru the
neighborhood, meeting all the nice people and dogs of the area. He also
enjoys chasing the birds in the backyard and loved traveling in the motor
home going through many states of the country, visiting Canada twice
and likewise Mexico. Now that the motor home is not available he looks
forward to his summers in the mountains of NC.
Sammy is a 10 month old Maltese. He arrived on New Years Day of this
year. Kejo has warmly welcomed him and enjoys his new sibling. Sammy looks forward to his life on the beach and the mountains,
and is eager to learn and to share with Kejo.

Sunset Beach T-Shirts
If You would like to purchase Sunset Beach T-Shirts,
you can stop by :
12 80th Terrace
Any day between 8AM & 6PM, or email Jean Decker
myrld@hotmail.com
The Sunset Beach Civic Association is a neutral non-political entity. While we encourage
community interest and participation in governmental affairs, The SBCA does not collectively endorse candidates for public office, nor do we stand by any particular political
opinion.

Sunset Beach Officers and Board of Directors

Stay Connected on
www.SunsetBeachFla.Org

Dawn Fader
President
687-2522
realestate@gulftokeys.com
Mary Christ
Vice President
360-8588
Mary.christ@tampabay.rr.com
Cynthia Moessinger
Treasurer
488-3177
cmoessinger1@tampabay.rr.com
Donna White
Secretary
360-3477
whitelady@verizon.net
Bob Driscoll
Director
360-79399
rdriscoll5@gmail.com
Jean Decker
Director/T-Shirt Sales
myrld@hotmail.com
Pam Tushaus
Director
p.tushaus@verizon.net
Marge Sherwin
Director/Food Drive/Donations
360-2450
rawmes@gmail.com
Patrick Fitzgerald
Director
459-1955
tramore2@aol.com
Susan DiBona
Director/Luminaries
460.7508
susandibona@gmail.com
Judy Anderson
Director
367-9106
judy.anderson@charter.net
Barb Driscoll
Director/Beach Clean Up
367-5863
Vegas491@aol.com

Another One Bites the Dust!
by Barb Driscoll

Beach Cleanup
February 13th brought ten hardy beach cleaners out in the
cold, windy weather. Five volunteers from Home Shopping
Network cleaned the beach and dunes along with four Sunset
Beach residents and one beach visitor. The photo features the
five volunteers and Dave Driscoll, Sunset Beach resident.
There was plenty of trash to pick up, especially in the dunes
which were laden with beer bottles and cans, especially close
to parking areas. Join us for the next cleanup on April 10th at
9:00am at the Pavilion on the south end, or the Brown Pelican
lot, across the street from Ka'Tiki on the north end. Thank
you to our beach cleanup volunteers and to our residents
who pick up trash anytime they see any.

Here on Sunset Beach, several Brazilian pepper trees, aka Florida holly, have come down over the past few weeks. One very
large pepper was taken down by Don Leak. Don discovered, while
taking down the Brazilian Pepper that another pepper tree was
growing insides the one being taken down. The initial tree was so
large the 2nd tree wasn’t discovered until the removal. Taking
down a Brazilian pepper tree, or any no native invasive plant benefits our island because the seeds and roots from the non natives,
spread to our neighbor’s property and into our dunes and take the
place of native plants which may, one day, save our beach from
storms. The removal of these plants only requires a saw (if large)
or clippers (if smaller than a tree size). We have a high amount of
invasives here on our little island, but a great place to start is with
the Brazilian pepper, as it is the #1 worse invasive for Florida. We
have a relatively fast growing tree to replace a Brazilian pepper
tree that will also produce lots of shade - the Buttonwood Tree.
Native plants have the ability to tolerate the heat, dry spells,
unpredictable cold snaps and do well in our sandy soil. The use of
native plants reduce long-term irrigation and fertilizer needs, and
using native plants are correlated with increased numbers of birds,
bees and butterflies.
Getting started using native plants: Go to the Florida Native
Plant Society webpage: www.fnps.org and click on: "Getting
started". There are lots of good ideas on this webpage including
suggested books. One book that is not mentioned that I really like
a lot is "Florida's Best Native Landscape Plants" by Gil Nelson,
available at Haslam's bookstore. Read about the plants you like
and be aware of the type of soil and location that the plants do well
in. Next, locate a native nursery look around at the plants and ask
questions.
Three plants to consider this spring to get your feet wet going
native: Coontie - compact, and low growing makes for a nice
ground cover or border, has fruit that is conspicuous and rusty red.
Plant in full sun to part shade. Gaillardia (blanket flower) - height
and spread of 1 to 2 feet with brightly colored showy flowers, preferring dry conditions. This plant did great after the cold snap.
Firebush - a showy shrub that has a height of 3 to 10 feet and a
spread of 3 to 6 feet with red and orange flowers that encourage
butterflies and hummingbirds.

Use your creativity - Enjoy natives!

Mark your Calendars “End of 2010 Season”
SBCA /TI Events
Date
April 15
May 3

Time
6:30 pm
6:30 pm

Event
SBCA Annual BBQ
End of Year Potluck

Location
TI Lions Club
Sunset Beach Pavilion

*Dates and locations subject to change. If changes are made they will appear in a
newsletter or membership will receive email update. Make sure your membership is
current so you receive email updates. Join the Sunset Beach Civic Association for
only $6.00 per year by contacting a Board Member.)
Can anyone identify
the leprechaun?

“On Sunset Beach”

